18 February 2010


The Hon. Anna Bligh MP

Premier of Queensland 

PO Box 15185

City East, Queensland, 4002 


via facsimile: (07) 3221 3631
Dear Premier

REGISTRATION OF CONCERN 
Valuation of Land and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2010

I am writing to you to register my serious concern regarding the recent Bill that was introduced to the Queensland Parliament without consultation, and urge you to have the debate on the Bill in Parliament deferred, so appropriate and much-needed consultation can occur.

As you would be aware, the Valuation of Land and Other Legislation Amendment Bill was introduced into Parliament on 11 February 2010 and had its first and second reading.  This Bill, if passed, will significantly change the way land valuations are undertaken in Queensland.  This will have far reaching and significant impacts on all Queenslanders – contrary and far beyond the policy intent expressed by the Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy in his Second Reading speech.

My concerns centre around (i) the retrospectivity of the amendments – which will remove the rights of 400 to 500 current appellants; (ii) the unworkable objection and appeal process – which is burdensome, overly prescriptive, and unfairly constricts landowners’ appeal rights in a manner inconsistent with the principles of natural justice; and (iii) radical amendments to long established valuation practices – including profound changes in the methodology adopted for the assessment of ‘Unimproved Value’ of all land in Queensland, which is utilised for rating and taxing purposes.

I am concerned that if this ill-conceived Bill goes through unchanged, land tax and potentially council rates will increase substantially; which in turn will lead to massive increases in costs and job losses in the business and property sector, and investors looking at interstate alternatives – not a good outlook for doing business in Queensland.  

I urge you to have this Bill deferred for further detailed investigation and robust engagement with relevant industry representatives.

Yours sincerely

Name:

…………………………………………

Company
…………………………………………

CC The Hon Andrew Fraser MP, Treasurer – via facsimile: (07) 3229 0642
CC The Hon Stephen Robertson MP, Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy – via facsimile: (07) 3225 1828









