
Comparative performance of capital cities 
on each attribute
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On average almost 4 out of 5 respondents (79%) agree that their city has a wide range of recreational outdoor 
environments. There was little difference in the performance of cities on this attribute with all cities performing 
strongly. Melbourne and Perth performed best on this attribute while Hobart and Sydney performed worst in this 
regard.

Do residents believe their cities have a wide range of 
recreational outdoor environments? 
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Do residents believe their cities have an attractive natural 
environment?

On average 76% of respondents agree that their city has an attractive natural environment with most cities 
performing well on this attribute. Hobart and Canberra were seen as having the most attractive natural 
environments while Sydney performed worst in this regard.
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Do residents believe their cities have a wide range of cultural 
entertainment options? 

Overall around 3 out of 4 respondents agree that their city has a wide range of cultural entertainment options. 
There was, however, a notable difference in the performance of cities on this attribute although most performed 
strongly. With 88%, Melbourne performed best on this attribute while Perth and Hobart performed considerably 
worse with 63% and 58% respectively.
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Do residents believe their cities have good schools and other 
educational facilities?

On average 69% of respondents agree that their city has good schools and other educational facilities. 
Generally, there  was little difference in the performance of cities on this attribute with most cities performing 
well.  With 78% Canberra performed best on this attribute while Darwin (57%) performed worst on this attribute 
by a significant margin.
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Do residents believe their cities have a good climate? 

On average 68% of respondents agree that their city has a good climate although there was considerable 
difference between cities. Brisbane and Perth were seen as having the best climate while Melbourne and 
Canberra performed worst in this regard. 
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Do residents believe their cities have a good balance of different 
housing types?

On average over 3 out of 5 (62%) respondents agree that their city has a good balance of different housing 
types. Overall, there was little difference in the top performing cities on this attribute, with the majority 
performing strongly.  Adelaide and Melbourne performed best on this attribute while Sydney performed worst in 
this regard.
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Do residents believe their cities have good employment and 
economic opportunities?

On average 3 out of 5 (60%) respondents agree that their city has good employment and economic 
opportunities. Most cities performed well on this attribute, however there is a stark difference between the best 
and worst performing cities.  With 78%, Darwin was seen as having the best employment and economic 
opportunities while with only 28%, Hobart performed the worst in this regard by far.
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Do residents believe their cities are clean, well maintained and
unpolluted? 

Over half of all respondents (57%) agree that their city is clean, well maintained and unpolluted. Most cities 
performed above average on this attribute, however there is a stark difference between the best and worst 
performing cities. Canberra performed best with 72% while Sydney performed worst with only around a third 
(34%) of its residents agreeing it is clean, well maintained and unpolluted.



20

Do residents believe their cities have a diverse range of people
who get along well?

On average over half (55%) of all respondents agree that their city has a diverse range of people who get along 
well. Darwin and Canberra performed best on this measure of community harmony while Perth and Sydney 
were seen as the worst performing.  
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Do residents believe their cities have an attractive look and 
design?

Over half (52%) of all respondents agree that their city has an attractive look and design. There was however, 
notable variation in the performance of cities on this attribute, with many cities scoring below the city average.  
Melbourne performed best on this attribute while Darwin performed worst in this regard.
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Do residents believe their cities have good healthcare services?

On average, half (50%) of all respondents agree that their city has good healthcare services. Most cities scored 
over 50% on this attribute: Melbourne and Canberra performing best while Hobart and Darwin were seen as 
having significantly worse healthcare services. 
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Do residents believe their cities are safe places for people and
their property?

On average only 47% of respondents agree that their city is a safe place for people and their property. Results 
also show that there are considerable differences in the performance of each city on this attribute. Hobart (63%) 
and Canberra (62%) are seen as the safest cities while Sydney (33%) and Darwin (32%) are seen as being far 
less safe. 
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Do residents believe their cities are affordable places to have a 
good standard of living? 

On average only 2 out of 5 respondents (42%) agree that their city is an affordable place to have a good standard 
of living. Results show stark variation in the performance of cities on this attribute with some cities performing far 
better than others. Almost three quarters of respondents in Adelaide agree their city is affordable while only a small 
minority of respondents in Sydney or Darwin agree.



25

Do residents believe their cities have a good road network and 
minimal traffic congestion?

39% of respondents agree that their city has a good road network and minimal traffic congestion. There was considerable 
differences in the performance of cities on this attribute. Darwin and Canberra were seen as performing best, while only a 
minority of residents in Melbourne, Brisbane or Sydney agree that their city had a good road network with minimal traffic 
congestion.
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Do residents believe their cities have a good public transport 
service? 

On average only 36% of respondents agree that their city has a good public transport service. Overall, the 
performance of all cities on this attribute could be considered fair at best with none scoring over 50%. Brisbane 
performed best with 45% while Canberra (24%) and Hobart (29%) performed worst.
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Do residents believe their cities have a good approach to 
environmental sustainability and climate change?

A third of residents (33%) agree that their city has a good approach to environmental sustainability and climate 
change. Again, overall no city performed particularly well on this attribute with all scoring less than 50%.  
Adelaide and Canberra performed best on this attribute while Darwin and Sydney performed worst in this 
regard.
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Do residents believe their cities have a good range of quality 
affordable housing?

On average less than a third (31%) of respondents agree that their city has a good range of quality affordable housing 
(making it the attribute on which cities performed the worst on). There were notable differences in the performance of 
cities on this attribute with some cities performing strongly and others scoring considerably below average.  Adelaide and 
Hobart were seen as having the best range of quality affordable housing while, Darwin performed worst with only 9% of 
residents agreeing. 


